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When that time is going to be I don't happen to know, 
but I believe they would and will be made. 

The true Party member is ready to denounce 
his own past at the drop of a hat; but Mr. Taylor 
set some kind of record in his brief appearance be- 
fore the Committee, and the Committee succeeded 
in reducing America to a party and Americanism to 
its "line." The Committee had already perfected its 
technique of preemptive ideologizing — the attempt 
to thwart an enemy by strenuously imitating him. 

Of course, the Committee still criticized Com- 
munists when they exacted ideological conformity 
and swift conversions. It heard several times how 
screenwriter Albert Maltz had been disciplined for 
^ying, in a 1946 New Masses article, that “writers 
must be judged by their work and not by the com- 
mittees they join." Mocking political standards of 
criticism, he recalled how Lillian Heilman’s anti- 
Nazi play, Watch on the Rhine , was denounced by 
New Masses during the time of the Hitler-Stalin 
pact, and then praised after Hitler's invasion of 
Russia. 

Maltz was called to account for his deviations — 
typically, at a cell meeting in a Hollywood night- 
club. He did his Robert Taylor recanting act in the 
Daily Worker. John Howard Lawson, convener of 
Marxist salons in Hollywood, was as devout a front- 
watcher as the Committee's own J. B. Matthews 
(whose whole first fame rested on the number of 
fronts he had joined) . 
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By 1947 the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities had been in existence for al- 
most a decade. But it had been a shabby and back- 
street operation, specializing in anti-Semitic and 
racial insinuations under two Southern Democrats 
as chairmen (Martin Dies and John S. Wood) . Re- 
spectable Congressmen avoided it. When the na- 
tion’s best-known anti-Semite, Gerald L. K. Smith, 
was asked before the Committee in 1946, Represent- 
ative John Rankin wanted to get his opinion on the 
evils of the New Deal, not to question him on his 
anti-Semitic activities. Smith was treated like a 
friendly expert witness. 

But things began to change in 1947. The off-year 
election of the preceding year had created the first 
Republican Congress in sixteen years and it seemed 
to presage the defeat of Harry Truman in 1948. A 
Republican chairman (J. Parnell Thomas) and 
chief counsel (Robert Stripling) led the Committee 
now, and a bright new Congressman like Richard 
Nixon could see that anxiety over Communism 
made the Committee a place of opportunity instead 
of ignominy. A newly aggressive Truman had 
launched the Cold War in the spring of 1947 with 
his plan to "rescue" Greece and Turkey. Simultane- 
ously he introduced a new loyalty program, extend- 
ing investigation to all federal employees (a stand- 
ard not even imposed in wartime) . Truman’s 
Justice Department convened the New York grand 
jury that would lead to Smith Act prosecutions for 
mere membership in the Communist Party. The At- 
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